BLOEE  HEATII. 

RURAL,  DISTRICT  COUNCIL,  OF  BLORE  HEATH. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1905. 


To  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Bilore  Heath. 
Gei,  tlem-en, 

■I  h)a|ve  no*W  the  hioinonr1  of  presenting',  my 

annual  report  upon  the  health  of  your  district 
for  the,  year  ending  51st  December,  1905. 

The  death-rate  of  9.0  per  1,000'  is  the  lowest 

for  the  district  of  which  there  is  any  record, 
and  the  infant  mortality  rate  is  the  lowest 
possible.  There-  has  not  been  any  serious  out- 
break, and  during  the  second  half  of  the  year 
the  district  was,  entirely  free  from  infectious 
disease  , jess.  Altogether  9 satisfactory  sanitary 
record  for  the  year. 

physical  Features  & general  characteristics. 

The  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  Blore  Heath  has 
an  area,  of  upwards  of  13,660  acres,  and  comprises 
the  three  parishes  of  Ashley,  Mucklestome,  and 
Tyrley.  The  parishes,  of  Muckiest  one  and  Tyrley 
include  some  very  fertile,  highly -cultivated  land, 
but  as  these  parishes-  rise  towards  that  of  Ashley 
the  land  becomes  poorer  in  quality.  At  Ashl-e-y 
begin  the  moorlands'  of  Staffordshire,  the 
Southern  extremity  of  the  Pennine  range.  Ashley 
Heath  is  upwards  of  750  feet  above-  sea  level,  and 
13.  the  highest  cultivated  table  land  in  England. 
The  trend;  of  the  drainage  of  the  district  is  for 
the  most  part-  westward  to-  the  River  Torn,  except 
the  eastern  portion  of  Ashley  parish,  which  is 
drained  by  tributaries  of  the,  River  Sow.  The 
springs  forming  the  source  of  the  Market  Drayton 
Water  Company's  supply  are  situate  in’  the  Burnt 
Woods.  The  mains,  run  through  the  fields  upon 
which  the,  battle  of  Bllo-re  Heath  was  fought. 

Vital  Statistics. 

POPULATION. — The  population  of  the  district, 


estimated  to  the  middle  of  1905,  was  2,110.  The 
natural  increase  of  population  (that  is  the  ex- 
cess iof  births  over  deaths)  was  29  during'  the 
year.  At  the  census  of  1901  the  number  of  in- 
habited houses  was  466,  with  an  average  of  4.5 
persons  per  house.  The  three  parishes  forming 
the  district  have  a gradually  decreasing  popula- 
tion (except  Mucklestone,  which  has  slightly  in- 
creased since  1891),  as  shewn  by  the  last  three 
census  returns: — 


Parishes. 

Population. 

1881. 

1891. 

1901. 

Ashley 

806 

797  . 

725 

Mucklestone 

763 

707  . 

727 

Tyrley 

766 

723  . 

689 

2 355 

2,227 

2,141 

MARRIAGES.- 

-Nine  marriages  were 

registered 

in  the  district 

during  1905. 

BIRTHS. — The 

number  of 

births 

registered 

during  the  year  wasi  forty-eight,  of  which  five 
•v  ere  illegitimate.  The  birth-rate  was  22.7  per 
1,003.  This  is  the  lowest  birth-rate  for  the  dis- 
trict (except  that  of  1901  at  21.0  per  1,000)  of 
which  I have  any  record.  The  average  birth-rate 
of  the  district  in  the  previous  ten  years  was 

26.1  per  1,000.  The  birth-rate  of  Rural  Etn gland 
and  Wales  for  1905  was  26.5  per1  1,000. 

DEATHS!. — Only  sixteen  deaths  were  registered 
in  the  district  during  the  year,  and  three  resi- 
denfe  died  'ini  pulbllto  institutions  outside  the 
district,  making  a total  of  nineteen,  and  giving 
the  rema.rkab1y  low  death-rate  of  9.0  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  population  per  annum.  The  aver- 
age death-rate  for  the  preceding  ten  years  was 

14.1  per  1,000.  The  death-rate  for  Rural  England 
and  Wales  in  1905  was  14.9  per1  1,000. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  DEATHS. — Of  the  nine- 
teen deaths,  seven  weiriei  persons  of  the  age  of  65 
and  upwards.  Six  deaths  were  certified  as  due 
to  Heart  diseases,  two  to  Pneumonia,  one  to 
1 1'th  is  is,  and  one1  to  Puerperal  Fever.  Three 
deaths  were  caused  by  accidental  burns.  The 
cause  of  on©  death  was  not  certified. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY —Only  cine  infant 
died  under  one  year  of  age,  giving  an  infantile 
mortality;  rate  of  21  per  1,000'  births,  the  lowest 
for  the  district  of  which  there  is  any  record. 
The  rate  for  Rural  England  and  Wales)  in  1906 
was  113  per  1,000  births. 

INF ECTT OUS;  DISEASES. — Bight  oases  of  scar, 
latina  and  one  of  enteric  fever  were  notified  from 
Muckiest  one  parish  during  the  year.  One  case 
of  puerperal  fever  occurred  in  Tyrley  parish. 
No  case  of  any  infectious  disease  was  notified 
in  Ashley  parish.  One  death  from  scarlatina 
and  one  from  whooping  cough  occurred,  giving 
a zymotic  death-rate  of  0.9  per  1.000.  The  rate 
for  Rural  England  and  Wales  in  1905  wais  1.09 
per  1,000  The  schools  at  Aston  were  closed  on 
7th  February,  for  four  weeks;,  in  consequence  of 
the  prevalence  of  measles,  and  Knighton  Council 
Schools  were  closed  for  six  weeks',  from  the  27th 
February,  for  the  same  reason.  Two  children 
suffering  from  scarlatina  were  removed  to  the 
Joint  Isolation  Hospital  at  Little;  Drayton  in 
July.  A hospital  at  Frees;  Heath,  near  Whit 
church,  is  no<w  available  for  the  isolation  of 
cases  of  small  pox,  should  any  occur  in  the 
district. 

VACCINATION. — 1 Th®  following  are  the  statis- 
tics of  vaccination  in  your  district  for  1905.  Of 
the  48  children  registered,  31  were  successfully 
Vaccinated,  10  were  not  of  age  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  three  were  removed  out  of  the  district, 
one  died  un vaccinated,  and  the  vaccination  of 
two  was  postponed  by  medical  certificate.  One 
eb  ild  was  unaccounted  for  at  the  end  of  the.  year. 
There;  were  no  conscientious  objectors  to  vac- 
cination. 

HO U 5 F!  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  THE  WORKING 
CLASSES  .—Th  e cottages'  in  the  district,  owing  to 
the  decreasing!  population,  are  sufficient  in  num- 
ber, and  for  the  most;  part  are  in  satisfactory 
condition.  Where  eases  of  insanitary  conditions 
arise,  they  are  reported  to  the  Council  by  myself 
or  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

WATER  SUPPLY. — This;  is  chiefly  derived  from 
draw-wells,  pumps,  and  shallow  wells.  The  vil- 
lage of  Aston  has  a public  supply.  The  water  is 
ample  in  quantity  throughout  the  district,  I have 
analysed  a number  of  samples  of  water  taken 


from  suspected  an d other  wells  in  the  district. 
Three  samples  were  found  to1  'be  unsafe  for 
drinking'  purposes. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS’  ACT,  1901.— The 
Home  Office  official  table  relating  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Act  in  your  district,  is 
affixed  to  this  report. 

NUISANCES,  Etc—  A summary  of  the  work 
done  by  your  , Sanitary  Inspector  is  given  in  an 
official  table  herewith. 

I am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  MACQUEEN,  M.Dl 

Market  Drayton, 

23th  February,  1906. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done  in  the 
Nuisance  Inspector’s  Department  during  the 
year  1905,  in  the  Rural  District  of  Blore  Heath:  — 


Inspections 

and 

Observations 

made. 


Nuisances 

Abated 

after 

Notice. 


Dwelling-houses  and  Schools : 

Foul  Conditions  55 

Structural  Defects  1 

Overcrowding  

Ashpits  and  Privies  3 

House  Drainage: 

Defective  Traps  2 

Water  Supply  3 

Pigsties  1 

Other  Nuisances  9 


40 

1 

1 

3 

2 

3 

1 

9 


Totals  75  60 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  3 

Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease:  — 
Houses  Disinfected  .after  Infectious  Disease...  14 
Schools  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease...  5 


(Signed)  JNO.  ALOOCK, 
Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


February  27th,  1906. 


